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EDITOR’SNOTE

Issue 03 -March 2014

KIDS RULE!
Do you know that the third Thursday in March is
Absolutely Incredible Kids Day®? This is the day when
you show your kids how much you love them. In fact,
the best way to go about doing this is to write them a
letter of encouragement and inspiration so that they
feel appreciated for who they are! To honour such an
important day, we came up with a special issue just for
kids! From decorating your newborn's nursery (p10)
to buying the right cot and mattress for your precious
little ones (p16) and how to childproof your home
(p30), our third issue is definitely no child's play.
Can't wait till the next issue to read RenoNation?
Then don't forget to visit our website at
www.RenoNation.sg for more useful articles and blog
posts by our bloggers Eve and Panda Girl. It's updated
on a weekly basis so you'll never feel too bored. See you
in the next issue then!
Editor,

Lilian
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Do you have something to say about our magazine?
Want to recommend a little-known shop that you
frequently visit for your home decorating needs?
We’d love to hear from you! Email your thoughts to
editorial@renonation.sg. Who knows? We might love
your letters so much that we’ll feature them in the
next issue!

RenoNation is published by
Offsprings Group Pte Ltd
143 Cecil Street #03-01
GB Building, Singapore 069542
Tel: +65 6225 3132
www.renonation.sg

All information is correct at time of printing. While every reasonable care has been taken to
ensure the accuracy and objectivity of the information contained in this publication, neither the
publisher, editor and their employees and agents can be held liable for any errors, inaccuracies
and/or omissions, howsoever. Opinions expressed in the magazine are not necessarily those
of the publisher. We shall not be liable for any actions taken based on the views expressed, or
information provided within this publication. You should always seek professional advice from
the appropriate advisor, professional or institution. Products featured are subject to availability
and/or while stocks last. Prices are subject to change. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, either in print or the Internet, without prior written permission from the publisher.
All rights reserved. ©2013-14. Printed by Times Printers Pte Ltd.
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Lux Design’s aim is to set the standard for innovative
and luxurious interior design, expert craftsmanship and
professional execution of projects.

Design and Build
Lux Design Pte Ltd is located at:
48 Toh Guan Road East, Enterprise Hub
#03-146 Singapore 608586
Telephone: +65 6795 2652
E-mail: enquiries@luxdesign.com.sg
Website: www.luxdesign.com.sg

Renovation Works (Commercial / Residential)
Additions and Modifications
Space Planning
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ADVERTORIAL

Transform your home in

4 Easy Steps!
CALL
U
TO EN S NOW
JOY U
P TO

$300
OFF
Y
OUR P
A
PACK INT
AGE!

Painting your home can be a hassle,
so hiring someone to do it can take
quite a load off your mind. But with it,
comes another set of challenges. You
might think that paying lower prices
will give you the same quality of work,
but there are unscrupulous painters
out there who may be careless with
your floor or furniture, give you poor
workmanship or worse, disappear
halfway through the job. That's
why it's so important to get highly
trained professionals like Nippon
Paint's Professional Painting
Services with its 4-step programme
to ensure a hassle-free experience
for the homeowners.

1/ PRE-PAINTING SITE INSPECTION
Before the actual painting, Nippon Paint will conduct an on-site inspection
to determine existing wall conditions. Homeowners who DIY often miss
this step and end up having to deal with peeling paint down the road due to
residual moisture in the walls. You can also tap on Nippon Paint's various
tools such as the iColour Visualiser and the expertise of your project
manager to decide on the best colour scheme for your home.
2/ PRE-PAINTING PREPARATION
Nippon Paint ensures that they leave your home with little to no trace of
paint by covering the furnishing and floor with plastic sheeting. Bulky
furniture is also moved to keep them out of the paint's way.
3/ PAINTING
There is nothing better than having someone to take care of all the little
details when it comes to painting your house. Your assigned project
manager will work with the painters to ensure that everything is completed
within the stipulated timeline with timely updates.
4/ COMPLETION AND POST-PAINTING
Last but not least, all furnishings will be moved back to their original
positions after the painting is completed. But that's not the end! The project
manager will do a walk-through with homeowners to get feedback, before
issuing a 1-year product warranty for any necessary touch-ups.

Call +65 6319 7222 from Mondays to Sundays (8am to 5pm, excluding
Public Holidays) or visit www.nipponpaint.com.sg to find out more.
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COVERSTORY

Nursery
Rhymes

“

It’s official! Your little one is just months away from arrival
and you’re eagerly looking for ideas to do up the baby
room. Well, read on as we bring you a few useful and
practical tips on how to decorate the bedroom for your
precious bundle of joy. By Lilian Wu

Congratulations! Your precious one will be arriving soon and you are beside
yourselves with excitement. But before you rush off on a shopping frenzy, know
that kids—however adorable—will outgrow their clothes and surroundings very
quickly. That’s why it’s super important to choose furnishings and decorations that
will not only endure the passage of time, but is childproof too.

SLEEP
WITH
ME,
BABY

You might have plans for your child to sleep in bed with you. While this
has advantages like making it easier to synchronise the mother’s sleep
cycle with her baby’s, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC) has warned that this can put babies at risk of suffocation and
strangulation. In fact most medical experts will recommend that babies
co-sleep with you in a crib or bassinet nearby at first. Needless to say,
it differs from child to child so it’s best to check with your doctor about
the possible risks, benefits and work out the best arrangement with your
family. Thinking of moving your baby into a room of their own? Then do
take note of the following areas.

Windows
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Install window guards and put all curtains, blind
cords or draperies out of your baby’s reach. You
should not put the crib or other furniture here
as well, to avoid cold drafts or accidents where
your baby falls out the window.

Complete all painting
or wallpapering at
least 6 weeks before
the baby’s arrival or
moving them into the
room as the harmful
fumes emitted are
unhealthy for them.

A

rm

ch
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r

Wall

Furniture

Crib
Rug

Baby
Changing
Station

Cabinet

Floor
Avoid carpets if possible, as this will cut down on
allergy-inducing dust. If you put rugs, be sure to
secure them with a double-sided tape underneath.
You definitely don’t want to slip and fall while
carrying your baby!

Anchor all heavy
furniture to the wall
so they don’t fall
over by accident
and keep all your
diaper supplies near
the changing table.
This makes it more
convenient and easier
for you to keep an
eye on your baby
while you’re changing
them. As for storage,
calculate what you
need and double
that because babies
can accumulate
more stuff than a
shopaholic on a
spending frenzy. Last
but not least, add a
comfortable chair for
you or your spouse to
relax in while feeding
or rocking your baby
to sleep. You’re going
to do lots of that,
trust us.
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THE
COLOUR
THEME

Like any other room in your home, colours play an important part in the
nursery. In fact, there are a few ways to go about colouring your baby’s
room. If you’re a traditionalist, you can do up the room that echo the rest of
your home’s overall colour palette or reflect your baby’s gender. Otherwise,
there is always the option of decorating the room in gender neutral colours
that give an interesting contrast from the rest of the house.

YELLOW
+ BLUE

Contrast Two Bright Colours
If you’re on the adventurous side, try using two bright colours that complement each
other in the nursery but use white accents for a calming effect. No matter which
colour you want to highlight, don’t forget to use it at least three times! It can be in
the form of wall accessories or light fixtures.

13

RED +
GREEN

YELLOW
+ PURPLE
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MIX TWO
NEUTRALS
Prefer a
more serene
environment
for your little
one? Then
establish the
calming theme
by applying
two neutrals
in the 70/30
distribution.
To add visual
interest, you
can go for
patterns
on walls or
furnishings.

RULE OF
THREE

To get a colourful yet tasteful combo, try the rule of
three where you choose:
• 1 neutral colour • 1 rich colour • 1 accent colour
For the best results, apply them in a 70/20/10
distribution where the lightest colour takes up 70% of
the room, the second lightest will constitute 20% while
the brightest colour rounds things up with the final 10%.

ARE YOU FEELING INSPIRED YET? HAVE FUN DECORATING YOUR LITTLE ONE’S
ROOM, BUT DON’T FORGET THAT SAFETY STILL COMES FIRST!
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HOMEHUB

Rock A
Bye Baby

“

It's important to ensure a safe sleeping environment for
your newborn since their slumber-land can last for as
long as 16 hours or more. Lilian Wu delves into the safety
features that make a cot and mattress worth buying.

You might think buying a suitable cot and mattress is like taking candy from a baby as long
as you pay through the nose, but a hefty price tag doesn’t mean you’re getting a quality
product for your little one. This is because babies may get into dangerous situations while
they’re sleeping. They could:
• get suffocated by the mattress.
• choke on small toys or objects.
• get trapped between the cot’s edge and mattress.
• get strangled by cords from window blinds and curtains.
• fall out from their cot.
• suffer from SIDS (Sudden Infant Death Syndrome).

5/ RAILINGS

Should be sturdy and
have no jagged edges

6/ MOBILE TOYS

Ensure they are out
of your baby's reach
and never hang toys
across the crib with
strings, ribbons or cords.
Remove all toys when
your baby is able to push
themselves up on their
hands and knees. Don't
put big toys that can aid
your baby in climbing
out of the crib as well.

7/ MATTRESS

1/ CORNER POSTS

3/ ADJUSTABLE BASE

Should not be more
than 1/16 inches (1.5mm)
above the top panel
to prevent hanging of
items that could lead
to strangulation. Avoid
decorative ones as they
may catch onto your
baby's clothes and
cause injury.

Should preferably
come with 2-3
adjustable heights to
accommodate your
baby's growth. For
example, you can have
one that allows you to
lower your baby without
straining your back and
another when your little
one is learning to stand
and is prone to jumping.

2/ HEADBOARDS
& FOOTBOARDS
Avoid decorative ones
that could catch your
baby's head or limbs
in openings and cause
injury.

4/ CRIB SLATS
Not to be more than 2⅜
inches (60mm) apart.
Never use a crib with
loose or missing slats.

Fit snugly in the crib
with no more than 2
fingers' width between
the mattress and
cot edge. Never use
plastic to cover the
mattress, but go for a
tight-fitting crib sheet
instead.

8/ METAL HARDWARE
No detachable or
small parts that can be
swallowed. All bolts,
screws and mattress
hooks should be
tightened and secured.

9/ TEETHING RAILS
Materials used should
be non-toxic and safe
for your child.
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There certainly are a lot of factors to consider while shopping around for a
suitable cot and mattress. Babies have yet to learn how to avoid dangerous
situations so you, as the parent, should minimise the risks as much as possible.
Here is a helpful checklist.
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THERE ARE GENERALLY 2 TYPES OF MATTRESSES:
FOAM:
• Available in a variety of thickness but go
for mattresses that have a high density.
Weight is a great indicator, but you can
do a density test by putting your hands
on either side of the mattress and press.
A dense mattress won't allow you to
press in too deeply.
• Test the resilience of the mattress by
pushing into its middle with your hand
and see how fast it can regain its shape.
A mattress that is too soft does not
provide adequate support for your
baby, so having a fast recovery rate is
important.

INNERSPRING:
• More expensive than foam, but is
comparatively more durable.
• The more good quality layers there are,
the better it is.
• Don't buy an innerspring without border
rods because they provide extra support
and firmness for your baby.
• Go for mattresses that have between
135-150 coils with a steel gauge lower
than 15.5 (the lower the number the
thicker the steel).

Parents can also opt for an
organic mattress, but don't
be taken in by the hype that
claims to be the “only true
organic mattress in the
market”. Organic mattresses
are made with at least 95%
natural/organic materials.
These are typically nontoxic materials that are
flame retardant, such as
wool. If you're not sure
what materials are in the
mattress, ask the retailer for
more details. If necessary,
request for a Material Safety
Data Sheet (MSDS).
SAFEseal Foam with SpacetecTM and Coolmax®
from Mothercare (S) Pte Ltd. Price: $234
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WHEN BUYING A MATTRESS,
REMEMBER TWO THINGS:
1 Water Resistant Cover

Accidents happen, so be sure to buy a waterresistant cover that protects the mattress from
baby leaks especially if you intend to keep the
mattress for a second child.

2 Ventilation Holes

These help to increase airflow through the
mattress so that moisture will not be trapped and
cause problems like mould, mildew and odour.

Image by Mothercare (S) Pte Ltd
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NOTES OF CAUTION:

1
2

3
4
5

DROP SIDES
Avoid cots with drop sides as they may
drop due to a loose latch, thus increasing
the chances of your baby falling out. In
fact, such cots are banned in USA due to
its association with baby-related injuries
and deaths.

USED MATTRESS
A second-hand mattress may sound like a
good way to save money, but mattresses
will become uneven over time. They may
also harbour things like bacteria, mould,
and mildew in the middle. If you intend to
keep the mattress for a younger sibling,
then make sure you keep it clean and dry
while using it.

BLANKET
If you're not using a sleep sack to keep
your baby warm, then opt for a lightweight blanket. Avoid covering your baby's
head with the blanket.

BUMPERS
These are cot liners that are supposed to
protect your baby's head from hitting the
sides or prevent their limbs from slipping
between the slats. The American Academy
of Paediatrics and SIDS prevention groups
advise against using it as bumpers can
lead to entrapment, strangulation or
suffocation. Some bumpers may even
reduce the circulation of fresh air in the
cot, which can contribute to SIDS. Children
have also been known to make use of
bumpers to try and climb out of the cot.
Try putting your child in a sleep sack
instead.

STUFFED TOYS
For the same reason experts advise not to
use bumpers, avoid leaving stuffed toys
or pillows in the cot. A clean and clear cot
with no clutter is best.

“

If you're a first-time parent,
the information may be a tad
overwhelming but it's going
to be all worth it when you
see your little one sleeping
soundly in a safe cot. As for
veteran parents, do share
with us your experience when
buying a cot and mattress
for the very first time. We'll
be thrilled to hear from you!
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RENONATION HOT PICK!
Want the crib to evolve as your child grows? Then you
might want to consider this Ayr Cot Bed ($330) from
Mothercare.
Suitable for babies from birth to approximately 5 years
old, the cot can be converted into a toddler bed. The
base is also adjustable to fit your baby’s needs as they
grow from a newborn to a toddler who is just learning
to stand.
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VERSASTYLE

A Mad
Tea Party

“

What makes an afternoon tea party so alluring? Why, the
tea sets of course! Sit back and relax as we bring you a
dazzling variety of teaware that will suit different tastes or
double up as gorgeous home décor pieces! By Lilian Wu

01

For The Cultured Soul...
Forgive our dreaminess as we imagine the
flurry of plum blossoms outside the window
while we hone our (non-existent) calligraphy
skills or sip hot tea with a kindred spirit.
Such is the mood that this Seasonal TastesJoyous Plum Tea set from LiuLiGongFang
induces as it tells the story of flying shallows,
luminescent skies and blushing springtime.
Price: $520

For History Buffs...

03

For Connoisseurs of
Chinese pottery...
Born from a rich history of Chinese pottery,
the 'Cosmos of Colour' Cosmos and Butterfly
Collection from Franz Singapore Boutique
is a fairytale of flowers and butterflies in
itself. Each piece is a delicate chef-d'oeuvre
made with exquisite craftsmanship, which
will enrich your home décor with a melodious
note of tranquillity. Price: $345 (cups/
saucer/spoon set) & $440 (teapot)

If you're into Chinese
ancient history, then this
Imperial Seal Tea set from
Royal Selangor will make
a majestic addition to your
collection. Emblazoned
with characters derived
from 2 of Emperor
Qianlong's seals ('His
Majesty at Seventy' and
'His Majesty at Eighty'),
this pewter teapot sits
elegantly on a wooden tray
that bears a design similar
to the foliage motif from
the wooden box where
Emperor Qianlong's seals
were kept. Price: $1,000
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For The
Trendsetter of
High Fashion...

05

For Lovers of The Countryside...
There is a certain charm to sipping tea from a teacup that
reminds you ever so gently of the countryside. Pretty in
blue, khaki and pink/red, these teaware by PiP Studio
from Butterfly Home are flowery poems in their own
right. Great for having tea with the wonderful people in
your life or taking the place of honour on your imaginary
mantelpiece. Price: $79 & $59 (Large & Small Teapot),
$25.90 (Milk Jug), $26.90 (Sugar Bowl & Lid), $31.90
(Teacup & Saucer), $96.90 (3 Tier Cake Stand)

Exclusively designed
for TWG (The
Wellness Group), the
Design Glass Teapot
with Filter & Warmer is
a polished yet original
piece of haute couture
and hand-blown glass.
Nestled in a stainless
steel warmer that
keeps things nice
and warm for over an
hour, it'll be a leisurely
teatime indeed. Not
much of a teacup fan?
Then you might also
want to consider the
Glamour Tea Bowl
that is created from
mirror finish porcelain.
Price: $260-$290
(Design Glass Teapot)
& $400 (Glamour Tea
Bowl in Platinum)

25
Image by Butterfly Home
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FLAVOUROFTHEMONTH

The Light
of My Life

“

Fairytale characters & Superheroes are invading your
kids' room! By Lilian Wu

2

1

FROM: KIDS HAVEN
1. Racing Car Lamp, Price: $92
| 2. Pink Lamp, Price: $80

FROM: PUPSIK STUDIO
1. Heico Bambi Lamp, Price: $219 | 2. Heico Mushroom Lamp, Price: $149
| 3. Heico White Rabbit Lamp, Price: $119

3
1
2
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FROM: PHILIPS ELECTRONICS SINGAPORE
2

4

1

3

1. Kidsplace Safari Wonders, Price: $199 | 2. Kidsplace Breath of Fresh Air, Price: $149 |
3. MyBuddy, Price: $149 | 4. Kidsplace Little Explorer, Price: $155

FROM: 3DLIGHTFX
1. 3D Iron Man 3 Mask & Hand Light,
Price: $69.99 each | 2. 3D Fighter Jet Light,
Price: $59.99 | 3. 3D Spider Man Mask & Hand
Light, Price: $69.99 each

1

3
2
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ADVERTORIAL
Looking for a full solution for your bathroom needs? Then look no further than Sansei
Singapura with its wide range of top notch brands from Europe and Asia. A bathroom
specialist since 1973, Sansei is committed to bringing you the finest and trendiest in bathroom
products. Here are four choice picks from their repertoire of well-established brands.

Distributed exclusively by Sansei, CRISTINA is a brand that has been
designing and producing quality faucets in unique designs since 1949.
Its premium quality is the result of rigorous attention to the production
process, which is coupled with the use of reliable raw materials. Equally
important is its healthy respect for the environment—a commitment
that sees CRISTINA creating products that help you save water and
energy when you're using them.

GROHE is the world’s leading provider of premium
sanitary fittings. As a global brand for sanitary
products and systems, GROHE relies on its brand
values; quality, technology, design and responsibility
in order to be able to offer “Pure Freude an Wasser”.
Our bathroom
faucets, showers
and accessories
are available in
cosmopolitan,
contemporary and
authentic styles, each
with a distinct look
and characteristic to
satisfy our customers’
needs. Some recent
developments are our
GROHE Power&Soul
shower with seven
spray combinations
from invigorating
to relaxing spray
patterns, as well as
the GROHE Eurocube which offers a 100 percent minimalist cubist
design. In the kitchen, GROHE performance kitchen lines offer a
wide choice of spout heights and product features, making them the
ideal choice for family kitchens. Our innovative Minta Touch allows
water control using the EasyTouch technology, and our kitchen water
systems—GROHE Blue and GROHE Red—deliver instant filtered
and boiling water straight from the faucet achieving a new level of
function and convenience.

One of the leading names in the
world of bathroom fixtures and
accessories, DURAVIT first started
in Hornbery, Germany in 1817 as an
earthenware factory. Today, it has
grown to an international brand
that is well-known for its innovative
technology, exceptional design and
ever expanding range of sustainable
products that are specially created
by international designers to suit all
your needs and more.

TECElux Toilet Terminal: It is all on
the inside rather than on the outside.
With its simple aesthetics, TECElux
blends in with the architecture
of any bathroom. The terminal‘s
extremely flat glass facing covers
the inspection opening and conceals
the cistern, connections for water,
power and odour trap. TECElux
is designed to be compatible
with practically all ceramics and
provides the flexibility needed for
individual bathroom design.

Quality in the Bathroom. That’s all we have been doing since 1973.

S: 462 Tagore Industrial Avenue, S(787831)
T: +65 6292 8321
F: +65 6292 4520
E: sales@sansei.com.sg
W: www.sanseionline.com
FB: www.facebook.com/SanseiSingapura
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Bringing You The Finest In Bathroom Products
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HOMEIMPROVEMENT

7 Ways To
Childproof Your
Home

“

Accidents DO happen at home so read on to find out
what you can do to keep your house safe and sound for
your munchkins. By Lilian Wu

We all like to think that the home is a haven against outside dangers, but do you
know that a whooping 60% of childhood injuries occur at home according to a
study done by KK Women's and Children's Hospital (KKH) from 2002 to 2004?
For every 700 children it treated, 60 required hospitalisation and one ended in death—an
alarming trend indeed. To put things into perspective, even the home can be dangerous
to a young child if the proper precautions are not taken or adults are not on hand to avert
disasters.
To be honest, children are curiosity incarnate. Until they learn to avoid danger zones,
children will go to any lengths to satisfy their need to explore. While teaching our children a
few practical rules is helpful, setting boundaries with safety measures could help decrease
the odds of them getting injured. We look at some of the problems you may face if you have
a young child at home.

SOLUTION:
Invest in a baby gate before
your child starts to crawl
or becomes mobile. This
typically means some time
between 7 to 10 months so
it's a safe bet to look into
buying one when your child
turns 6 months old. While
it's ideal to install gates at
the top and bottom part of
your stairs, the top part is
the most crucial. There are
primarily 3 types of baby
gates, but be sure not to
leave anything lying around
that can aid your little one to
climb over the gate.

• Wall-mounted
These are gates that can be mounted on the walls with screws. The
good thing about them is that they're not easily dislodged, but the
bad news is that it may leave scars on your walls after your darling
has outgrown it. Due to its sturdiness, it's most suitable for the top of
your stairs. It also comes with a latch that allows you to swing open
the gate when necessary.
• Pressure-mounted
Such gates are secured without hardware and can be used to block the
entrance to rooms where you don't want your child to wander into. You
might want to place the side with the foot pedal away from your child
though, or they will use it as a foothold to climb out. While portable,
it's not as hardy as a wall-mounted one and seldom comes with a latch.
Some retailers do sell auto-close gates that swing two ways though so
be sure to do your homework before making a purchase.
• Free-standing
For people who have an open-concept home, these gates are perfect
as they don't rely on any walls or door frames to be secured. You can
simply use such gates to cordon a space off to keep your little ones
safe. They are highly portable but are the least sturdy because even
a baby can push it down easily. Definitely not recommended for the
top of the stairs or doorways to your rooms.
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1

PROBLEM:
You want to keep your little
one off the stairs or away
from rooms that are not
childproof.

2
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PROBLEM:
Junior loves 'playing' with doors.
SOLUTION:
Injured fingers or toes are a common
mishap, especially when your child
has a habit of sticking their fingers
in door hinges or when doors slam
onto their hands. In serious cases,
the finger may even be severely
crushed and have to be amputated
(fully or partially). In such cases,
it's paramount to put door stoppers
and finger guards to prevent such
accidents from happening.

3

PROBLEM:
Your child fancies himself a treasure
hunter.
SOLUTION:
Lessen the pain of having to clean
up after your child has rummaged
through your precious cabinets,
drawers or refrigerator. Securing
them with a child-safety lock also
means that your child will not be
able to get their little hands on the
dangerous cutlery, medicine, cleaning
products etc.

4

PROBLEM:
Itchy fingers is thy child's middle
name.
SOLUTION:
Kids will be kids. The moment you
turn your back, your child will be
itching to touch that hot pot boiling
away merrily on the stove or stick
their fingers into power outlets.
Prevent tragic accidents by covering
your power sockets and use a hob
guard or covers on your stove.

SOLUTION:
Sometimes you think you can just step out for a
moment while your child is sleeping, but you never
know when your child may wake up and wonder where
you might be. If they don't find you in the house, their
next step could be to climb up to the windows to see
if you're somewhere out there. In such a scenario,
locking the window grilles will be prudent. You should
also ensure that there is no furniture placed near the
windows for your child to climb up on.

6

PROBLEM:
Your home is like a
minefield with too many
sharp edges.
SOLUTION:
Edges, especially sharp
ones, can be dangerous
if your child loves to run
around the house. Soften
the blow with bumpers
and do keep your home as
uncluttered as possible.
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PROBLEM:
Junior puts everything
into his mouth and I mean,
EVERYTHING.
SOLUTION:
Until your child turns 3,
it's always good to buy
toys with parts that are
bigger than the size of their
mouth. This is to prevent
choking accidents. Avoid
using second-hand toys
if they have broken parts,
are fraying at the seams or
have detachable parts like
buttons that can be pulled
off. In fact, make sure you
don't leave anything lying
around that your child can
pounce on and put into their
mouth for fun.

WHERE TO BUY THEM? You can check out baby product websites like motherswork®,
Spring Maternity and IKEA Singapore for a wide range of child-safety products. As for
certain items such as hob covers, you can always buy them online and have them shipped to
Singapore. (do more research). While it's important to keep your little one safe, there is no
need for you to morph into a paranoid parent either. As with everything else, you just need
good old common sense and STAY VIGILANT!
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5

PROBLEM:
You have a little Tarzan at home.

34

GREENCONSCIOUSNESS

Want Not.
Waste Not.

“

What if the food you've been throwing away is enough to
fill 600 Olympic-sized swimming pools? Believe it or not,
this is the reality that's on the rise in Singapore. We look at
its negative impact on the environment and how we can
do our part at home. By Lilian Wu

Yes, it's true. The food we've been wasting every day is enough to feed the
poor and the malnourished in the world. And the momentum doesn't seem to
be slowing down either, with figures sky-rocketing over the past few years to
reach a new record of 703,200 tonnes in 2012. Blame it on the buffet syndrome
and Singaporeans' love for eating, this worrying trend has outpaced even the
population growth and already dismal recycling rates.

Year

Total Food Waste Output
in Singapore (tonnes)

Year

Rate of Recycling in
Singapore

2007

558,900

2007

9%

2008

568,000

2008

12%

2009

606,100

2009

13%

2010

640,500

2010

16%

2011

675,500

2011

10%

2012

703,200

2012

12%

Figures provided by the National Environment Agency (NEA)

If you think that food wastage is just what we are throwing away from the dinner table,
then it's time to re-evaluate that thinking. The truth is, wastage occurs even before it
reaches us.

35
FOOD
WASTAGE

01

FOOD PRODUCTION:
Use of chemicals
like pesticides and
fertilisers

02

FOOD DISTRIBUTION:
Fuel used for
transportation

03

FOOD DISPOSAL:
Takes up more landfills
and contributes to
global warming

04

FOOD
DECOMPOSITION:
Creates Methane, which
is 23 times more potent
than Carbon Dioxide as
a greenhouse gas

At home, people are discarding leftover food from
cooked meals or ordering more food than they can finish
while places like supermarkets and wet markets are
practising cosmetic filtering—a practice that discards
less than perfect looking food although it's still edible.
Blemished fruits and vegetables or unwanted vegetable
parts are often thrown away for not meeting a set of strict
criteria. Vegetables, for instance, must not look too ripe
or should be in the right shade of colour. This is often
done to meet consumers' desire to buy only good-looking
products. All the wastage means only one thing: a notso-rosy future of financial drain on the economy, global
warming and depletion of natural resources.
To make a stand on food waste, Green Future Solutions
and ECO Singapore co-organised a ground-up movement
(aptly named 'Save Food Cut Waste') to educate
individuals, businesses, and organisations in Singapore on
the environmental and social impact of food waste. Eugene
Tay, the founder and director of Green Future Solutions
said, “I believe in spreading the environmental message,
and inspiring and empowering others to take action.
The global focus on food waste gained traction in 2009.
According to the UN, one third of the food produced in the
world for human consumption every year is lost or wasted.
In Singapore, we threw away about 0.7 million tonnes of
food waste in 2012 and only 12% was recycled. I think it’s
time for Singapore to take a stand and stop food waste,
that’s why I started Save Food Cut Waste.”
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So what can we do as individuals? Save Food Cut Waste has a few suggestions that you
can try at home:

BECOME A FARMER
The perks to growing your own food
like fruits and vegetables are many. Not
only will you feel an overwhelming sense
of achievement when you finally get to
harvest them, you'll also get to enjoy
organic vegetables that are pesticidefree. This means better health for your
family and less stress on your wallet!
Buy your own seeds from dealers like
Ban Lee Huat Seed and pick up planting
tips from other like-minded individuals
on forums such as Green Culture.

SETTLE THE LEFTOVERS
When you have a big family or love to
cook lots of food, there will inevitably
be leftovers. Instead of throwing them
away, however, you can look into
cooking less or store food properly to
maintain their freshness. Some tips that
the Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority
of Singapore (AVA) recommends
include:
• not keeping cooked food for more
than 4 days.
• not refreezing food that has been
thawed.
• not storing fruits and vegetables
in the same fridge compartment
because fruits produce ethylene gas
as part of their ripening process, and
could reduce the shelf life of your
vegetables.
For a more comprehensive list, head on
to the AVA website to check out their
food safety tips by food groups.

PLAN AHEAD
It's easy to simply throw items into your
shopping cart, but you could end up
wasting food when there is too much to
finish within their expiry date. If you shop
on an empty stomach, the temptation is
even more difficult to resist. Here's what
you can do instead:
• do an inventory check of what you
already have in your refrigerator and
cupboard.
• make a shopping list beforehand.
• plan your weekly menu.
• buy food that has a longer shelf life or
can be used for several recipes.
By planning ahead every time, you'll get to
spend less on food you don't need and cut
down on food wastage at the same time.

COMPOST WHAT'S LEFT
Reduce the use of artificial fertilisers by
composting your fruit and vegetable
scraps, which involves the natural
decomposition of organic material (from
plants and animals) into a dark brown
crumbly substance known as compost.
It's easy to start your own compost bin.
Simply buy a cheap plastic bin and fill ⅓ of
it with compost from a store. The compost
will provide the micro-organisms to start
the process of decomposition.
Keen to learn more about the art of
composting?
Then check out Save Food Cut Waste's
website at www.savefoodcutwaste.com
for more information.

Admittedly, it's easier to just turn a blind eye to all the food wastage. But this is not just a
local problem, it's a trend that is putting the world at risk of food shortage as the global
population continues to increase exponentially. It won't take much effort on your part
to cut down on food wastage, so why not start today? Your quality of life will definitely
improve in the long run!

THIS KITCHEN?

SINGAPORE HQ OFFICE:
No 8 Kim Keat Lane, Singapore 328865
Interior Design Museum:
51, Ubi, Avenue 1, Paya Ubi Industrial Park,
#02-09/10, Singapore 408933
Showroom:
IMM Building. 2, Jurong East St 21,
#03-36, Singapore 609601
Tel: +65 6352 8809 Fax: +65 6352 8815
Email: info@skycreation.com.sg

Singapore

+

Malaysia
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L VE

by
s k y c r e a t i o n
enjoy the exclusive kitchen renovation
package now by calling 6352
sent us an email

8809 or

info@skycreation.com.sg !
+

China

+

Hong Kong
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AESTHETICVALUE

Child's
Play

“

The fun thing about decorating your kids' room is that
everything comes in chibi size, yet keeps the clutter
organised. We take a magical trip into kiddyland to bring
you the cuteness overload that defines kids' furniture.
By Lilian Wu

PLAYTIME IS SERIOUS BUSINESS...

Tabletop Easel

from Pottery Barn Kids
Price: $69 USD
Nurture your child's inner Picasso
with this tabletop easel. Doublesided with a fold-and-store design,
this portable easel will provide
much scope for your child's artistic
genius!
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Pink Teepee

HOT
Pick

from Pottery Barn Kids | Price: $249 USD
Indoor playtime will never be the same again. With its pure cotton
canvas on an aluminium frame, the Pink Teepee is the perfect
venue for impromptu tea parties or power naps.
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BUT CHILLING IN A COOL CHAIR IS IMPORTANT TOO!

Mother Garden Strawberry Sofa

from Kids Haven | Price: $98 (red), $95 (pink)
Your child doesn't have to be a fruit ninja to enjoy
downtime on the Mother Garden Strawberry Sofa.
Made from high intensity foam, it also comes with a
removable and washable cover.

Mini Samantha 1-Seater (Pink)

from Monoyono | Price: $280

Let your little princess feel like an adult with
this Mini Samantha 1-Seater (Pink). Inspired by
the retro style of the USA in the 50s, it's both
functional and pretty in pink!

THE FURNITURE MUST BE AS CUTE AS I AM!

BiTurbo Car Bed

by Cilek from CASA Kidi
Price: $2,080
Fulfil your child's dream of
being a car racer with this
BiTurbo Car Bed. It might not
move like the real thing, but it
sure will make bedtime a whole
lot interesting!
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Fairies Wardrobe

from Kids Haven | Price: $408
Keep your kids clutter-free with the Fairies Wardrobe. Hand-painted with 2 spacious
drawers, it also comes with a hanging rod and adjustable shelf.

SO STUDYTIME CAN BE FUN TOO!

Editor’s
Choice

U-La Children Desk Set

from Ki-mono
Price: Desk ($1,605), Chair ($526.44),
Desk Wagon ($499.69)
Rocking chairs ain't just for the old
folks. Perfect for the industrious
(or not) student, this U-La Desk
Set comes with an ergonomically
designed chair with a rocking motion.
Great for long homework sessions.
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NEWKIDSONTHEBLOCK

1

Lounge
in Vogue

2

From KIDS HAVEN: 1. Hensin Multi-use
Chair ($268) // From JOURNEY EAST:

2. Gooseneck Table Lamp by District Eight
Design ($290) // From DREAM INTERIORS:
3. Coffee Table by spell© - White, Walnut |
Black, Walnut | Champagne, Walnut ($2,310),
4. LC4 CP Chaise Lounge (limited edition),
by Cassina in a Charlotte Perriand X Louis
Vuitton collaboration ($21,000) 2.

4
3
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9 Creation is an interior design firm that helps you realise
your dreams. Catering to a wide range of clientele with very
different needs, we understand the science behind great
designs and are equipped with the tools to deliver the home
of your desire. For one-of-a-kind spaces that express the
essence and spirit of your personality, call us at 6295 0922
for a stress-free chat today.
9 Creation - 761 North Bridge Road Singapore 198729
Tel: 6295 0922 | www.9creation.com.sg
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NEW YORK
PRICE: $89 (SMALL)

PARIS
PRICE: $96 (MEDIUM)

LONDON
PRICE: $124 (LARGE)
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Clock Plate Clock by mineheart from Dream Interiors
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LUSH.WISHLIST

At Your
Command

“

They're not available for purchase yet, but these lamps
by Daniel Loves Objects will definitely give you food for
naughty thoughts. By Lilian Wu
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There’s something infinitely whimsical
about this mannequin lamp by
Singaporean industrial/furniture designer,
Daniel Loves Objects. Inspired by the
human form, the gold-plated die cast
aluminium lamp lets you freely express
your personality and style via its joints.
“The name 'AT YOUR COMMAND' literally
says it all,” Daniel explained. “It is a
channel to allow the desires of the user
to be translated and interpreted onto
these golden lamps...the results may be
controversial, provoking or elegant."
Indeed, we’re intrigued by the
multitude of positions we can play
around with. The gold-plated finishing,
too, gives the lamp an added glow of
sophistication so that it looks good
whether peeking over your shoulder
while you read under its light or
illuminating your living room for that
artistic effect. Sadly, the lamp design
won’t go into mass production for the
time being but when it does, it will be
made available in 2 sizes that will stand
at either 1.7m or 0.8m. The mastermind
behind this concept also has other
brilliant décor ideas that you should
check out on his website at
www.coroflot.com/daniellove where
he “is always ready to be inspired
and aspired by the objects that sit
around him, believing that design could
transform an individual—forming a
finesse between human, object and
technology”.
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GEOMANCY

Embracing Water
with Feng Shui
In this issue, let us take a look at the common internal features to observe when evaluating
the Feng Shui of a property with the placement of Water or interior Water. One general rule
for any unfavourable internal form: we must determine if it is a curable situation though not
every situation needs curing, and in some cases, passing up on the property may be your
best bet. The idea is to find a place that already has a good Feng Shui Quotient where you
can spend money on improving, not fixing.
It is not uncommon to find houses with water features such as a small pond or an
aquarium built into the interior of the property. The placement of Water is an important
aspect of a Feng Shui consultation and is something that should be left to the professionals
as incorrect placement could create serious problems for the occupants. Water substantially
affects the flow of Qi in a property and is something that should always be given serious
consideration. When done right, Water will encourage positive Qi flow.

1

WATERFALL IN THE PROPERTY
Waterfall, either inside or outside the property, is a negative
feature, depending on the sound it generates. However, if the
waterfall creates a pleasant sound—gently rippling or gurgling
noise—then it is fine. Even so, you still need to consider if it is
located in a suitable sector for Water in the house.
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2
TOILETS
Toilets do not flush away wealth or emit negative Qi. This is the
wrong impression. But this is not to say that the location of toilets
is not significant in Feng Shui. It is a consideration, if the property
has a toilet, or specifically the actual toilet bowl/bathtub itself—
and not referring to the toilet room—is located squarely above the
main door. It is advisable to either move the main door inwards,
outwards, or relocate the toilet bowl. Do note that if the ceiling at
the main door area is high, this is not a problem. The same applies
if you have a toilet bowl directly above the kitchen stove or bed.
As mentioned earlier, it is highly recommended to consult
a Feng Shui professional to do a proper evaluation for Water
placement. That way, you can be rest assured it is done right for
your benefit.
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3
AQUARIUMS
Take this into consideration only when a tank of substantial size
(anything more than five feet in length) is involved, as it will
invariably assert some Feng Shui effect. If you plan for this, it is
best to consult a Feng Shui master first. The types and number
of fish in the aquarium is not relevant in Feng Shui. Finding the
right location to collect and stimulate Qi, which is the purpose of
employing the aquarium solution, is more pertinent.
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4

POOLS AND PONDS
Avoid a property with a pool cutting into it, meaning a pool built
almost ‘into’ the house, where part of it is indoors and the rest,
outdoors. The kind of problems the occupants will experience will
depend on the sector this pool is located.
Steer clear of properties with a pond or body of water in the
centre. The centre is the heart of the house and the central palace
should always be Yin, where it is stable and quiet. Also avoid
building a pond underneath the staircase, especially if the staircase
is close to the centre of the property.
Do not choose a property with a pool above the main door or
porch as it is an extremely detrimental formation that can cause
significant loss of wealth.

JOEY YAP
Dato’ Joey Yap is the leading Feng Shui, BaZi
and Face Reading consultant in Asia. He is an
international speaker, bestselling author of
over 120 books and master trainer in Chinese
Metaphysics. He is also the Chief Consultant of
Joey Yap Consulting Group and founder of the
Mastery Academy of Chinese Metaphysics.
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STOCKIST

3DLIGHTFX
www.3dlightfx.com

B
BUTTERFLY HOME
www.butterfly-home.com

C
CASA KIDI CHILDREN
DISPLAY CENTRE
21 Tampines Street 92
Singapore 528891
6227 2000
www.casakidi.com

D
DREAM INTERIORS
456 River Valley Road
Crystal Court
Singapore 248342
6235 0220
www.dream-int.com

F
FRANZ SINGAPORE
BOUTIQUE
137 Telok Ayer Street #01-01A
Singapore 068602
6536 4889
Takashimaya
Ngee Ann City
391 Orchard Road
Takashimaya B1
Singapore 238873
6735 4728
www.franzcollection.com

K
KIDS HAVEN
Woodlands 11
11 Woodlands Close, #04-28
Singapore 737853
9647 6711
(appointment required)
www.kidshaven.sg

KI-MONO
Westgate
3 Gateway Drive, #02-47
Singapore 608532
8424 5253
www.ki-mono.net

J
JOURNEY EAST
315 Outram Road, #03-02
Tan Boon Liat Building
Singapore 169074
6473 1693
www.journeyeast.com

L
LIULIGONGFANG MARINA
BAY SANDS GALLERY
The Shoppes at Marina Bay
Sands
2 Bayfront Avenue #B2-205
Singapore 018972
6688 7118
www.liuli.com.sg
Paragon
290 Orchard Road, #01-26
Singapore 238859
6735-9271

M
MONOYONO
Plaza Singapura
68 Orchard Road, #B1-06
Singapore 238839
6884 3551
Raffles City
252 North Bridge Road, #B1-24
Singapore 179103
6338 2131
Vivo City
1 Harbourfront Walk, #01-92
Singapore 098585
6534 8982
www.monoyono.com

MOTHERCARE SG
Centrepoint
176 Orchard Road, #01-34/39
Singapore 238843
Parkway Parade
80 Marine Parade Road,
#02-34B
Singapore 449269
Marina Square
6 Raffles Boulevard, #03-161/2
Singapore 039594
Causeway Point
1 Woodlands Square, #03-18
Singapore 738099
KK Women's and Children's
Hospital
100 Bukit Timah Rd,
#01-11/2/3
Singapore 229899
KK Kids
100 Bukit Timah Road, #01-03
Singapore 229899
Plaza Singapura
68 Orchard Road, #03-08
Singapore 238839
Vivo City
1 HarbourFront Walk, #02-79
Singapore 098585
Tampines Mall
4 Tampines Central 5, #03-04/5
Singapore 529510
Habourfront
1 Maritime Square, #03-07
Harbourfront Centre
Singapore 099253
Paragon
290 Orchard Road,
#05-25-29
Singapore 238859
West Coast Plaza
154 West Coast Road,
#01-31-39
Singapore 127371

VALUE & POTENTIAL
OF YOUR PROPERTY

We offer a comprehensive range of FENG SHUI
consultation services according to your needs:
For Property Developers

• End-to-End Consultation
• Post-Consultation Advisory Services
• Panel Feng Shui Consultant

For Property Investors

For Residential Properties
•
•
•
•

Initial Land/Property Assessment
Residential Feng Shui Consultations
Residential Land Selection
End-to-End Residential Consultation

• Your Personal Feng Shui Consultant
• Tailor-Made Packages

Pioneering Metaphysics - Centric Personal Coaching and
Corporate Consulting
The Joey Yap Consulting Group is the world’s first specialised metaphysics
consultation firm. Founded in 2002 by renown international Feng Shui and
BaZi consultant, author and trainer Dato’ Joey Yap, the Joey Yap Consulting
Group is a pioneer in the provision of metaphysics-driven coaching and
consultation services for individuals and corporations.
The Group’s core consultation practice areas are Feng Shui, BaZi and
Qi Men Dun Jia which are complimented by ancillary services like Date
Selection, Face Reading and Yi Jing Divination. The Joey Yap Consulting
Group is the firm of choice for corporate captains, entrepreneurs, celebrities
and property developers when it comes to Feng Shui and BaZi-related
advisory and knowledge.

DATO’

JOEY YAP

JOEY YAP CONSULTING GROUP
19-3, The Boulevard, Mid Valley City, Lingkaran Syed Putra, 59200, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Tel : 03-2284 1213

| Fax : 03-2284 2213 | Web : www.joeyyap.com | Email : consultation@joeyyap.com
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ENHANCE THE
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Forum the Shopping Mall
583 Orchard Road, #B1-06/7
Singapore 238884
Kallang Leisure Park
5 Stadium Walk, #01-61A
Singapore 397693
6692 9680
www.mothercare.com.sg

P
PHILIPS EXPERIENCE
SHOWROOM
620A Toa Payoh Lorong 1
Building TP4, Level 1
Singapore 319762
6882 3999
www.philips.com.sg
POTTERY BARN KIDS
www.potterybarnkids.com
PUPSIK STUDIO
www.pupsikstudio.com

R
ROYAL SELANGOR
Centrepoint
176 Orchard Road, #03-02
Singapore 238843
6235 6633
Clarke Quay
3A River Valley Road, #01-01
Singapore 179020
6268 9600
Marina Bay Sands
The Shoppes at Marina Bay
Sands
10 Bayfront Avenue, #B2-92
Singapore 018956
6688 7167
Raffles City
252 North Bridge Road, #03-24
Singapore 179103
6339 3958
Suntec City
No. 3 Temasek Boulevard,
#01-370
Singapore 038983
6822 1559

Ngee Ann City
391A Orchard Road
Takashimaya B1
Singapore 238873
6737 5766

SUBSCRIBE TO
RENONATION

TANGS Orchard
310 and 320 Orchard Road
B1 - Shop 17
Singapore 238864
6735 2706
TANGS Vivocity
1 Harbourfront Walk, #02-189
Singapore 098585
8139 3980
www.royalselangor.com

T
TWG TEA
Republic Plaza
9 Raffles Place, #01-22
Singapore 048619
6538 1837
ION Orchard
2 Orchard Turn, #01-29/02-21
Singapore 238801
6463 1837/6735 1837
Marina Bay Sands
The Shoppes at Marina Bay
Sands
2 Bayfront Avenue, B2-65/68A
B2-89/89A
Singapore 018972
6565 1837/6535 1837
Ngee Ann City
391 Orchard Road,
Takashimaya B2/Level 2
Singapore 238873
6842 1837/6363 1837
Changi Airport Terminal 2
Departure/Transit Lounge
South,
Unit No. 026-102-01, Terminal 2
Singapore Changi Airport
6583 1837
www.twgtea.com

Stay updated with the latest
home design trends and
stories with RenoNation sent
right to your doorstep! Email
your name, address, email and
contact numbers to
mag@renonation.sg with
“Magazine Subscription” in
the subject line. Please allow
14 working days for your order
to be processed. Alternatively
you can sign up for our
bi-weekly newsletter on
RenoNation.sg to receive the
e-magazine in your inbox!

6 ISSUES @ $10
MODES OF PAYMENT:
Cheque payment to be crossed
and made payable to
Offsprings Group Pte Ltd
143 Cecil Street, #03-01
GB Building, Singapore 069542
Terms and conditions:
This subscription is only valid for the
print edition.
• Your subscription will commence
with the next issue after payment.
• The subscription is applicable
to Singapore addresses only. •
Subscriptions are non-refundable and
non-transferable. • Please allow about
four to six working days from the
magazine release date for postage. •
Subscriber information may be used
in future marketing or promotional
activities. • For subscription enquiries,
call +65 6225 3132 or email
mag@renonation.sg.
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privilegedhomes
Furnishing or Renovating your home?
Let RenoNation help you achieve your dream home with 'Privileged Homes'!
Simply answer a simple question about our magazine and you might be one of
the winners to walk away with exclusive deals that ONLY YOU get to enjoy!
Find out more from our Facebook Fanpage

www.facebook.com/Renonation

What Makes Us Different?
While we will feature plenty of great design ideas and even real-life examples of designer homes, we feel it
is equally important to open our readers' eyes to the process; a marriage of design and function.
We also want to show them how these aspects can be applied to their own homes and modified to suit their
individual needs and tastes. It's not just about what to buy or where to buy it, or even who to call when your
home needs a new look—it's about embarking on a journey to attain the beautiful home of your dreams.
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Conceptualise

Actualise

Visualise

Archétype Pte Ltd is not just your run-of-the-mill interior design firm; it's a design studio that prides itself on
creating homes with a lifestyle edge. Backed by a team of award-winning designers, we help homeowners
realise their dream homes through understanding their needs and coming up with innovative designs that
are infused with cutting edge techonology, but do not come with a hefty price tag. We also specialise in
large-scale residential developments, high-end private homes and commercial projects.
Want an eco-friendly home that will help you save money in the long run? Then don't hesitate to approach
any of our friendly designers for a no-obligation chat!
A: 59 Kampong Bahru Road, #02-02, Singapore 169367 | T: +65 6222 0738 | F: +65 6222 0737 | E: enquiries@archetype.com.sg

